UPCOMING Prayer List
Pray for all those with ongoing health

« Holiday Dinner, December ailments.

. e Renee Cumberland (cancer)
5, 6:00 PM @ the Annex « Ora Barrett

e Connie Montgomery

. ¢ Emily Linton
[
] [ ]
[ ]
. Communion
Preparation

2025 preparation list is in foyer

. Birthday / Anniversary
Laila McKenzie - 5th

. Cindy Littrell - 14th
Marilyn Potts - 15th

. John Tidwell - 24th

Ryan Joiner - 26th
Margie Wooldridge - 30th
John & Beverly Isaacs - 25th

Men to Serve
Announcements - Shay Cooper
Scripture Reading - 1 Kings 18:1 - 11

Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell Therefore keep watch,
because you do not
Head of Lord’s Table - Dwight Callens - 1*/. @ e/ i/ el

your Lord will come.

Assist on Lord’s Table - Mark Potts

Scripture Reading - Matthew 27:45 -
53

M MATTHEW 24:42

Closing Prayer - Corey Murphy

1173072025

WELCOME

We are a body of believers whose soul
intention is to glorify and serve the
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the head of
His church. Our desire is to reflect
that of our God--that all be saved.
Anyone who is willing to humble
himself before the mighty hand of
God can be saved.

WEEKLY SERVICES & MEETINGS

SUNDAY
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study //
9:30 am Bible Study //
Worship Service // 7:00 pm
10:30 am

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
4217 Highway 39 N // Meridian, MS 39301
PHONE: (601)483-2726 WEB: www.nscocmeridian.com
Join us via live stream for our worship service!
Like our Facebook page!



SERMON NOTES

Yes, I'm Saved By Works!
By John A. Smith

It is not uncommon when discussing the
subject of baptism and how it is essential to
salvation to be accused of teaching
salvation by works. Well, I have determined
to come out of the closet and no longer
deny this truth. This may come as a shock
to many that I would admit to being saved
by works. However, if I am to stand for
truth, teach truth and practice truth, I must
admit to having been saved by works.
In Colossians 2:12-13, we read: “having
been buried with Him in baptism, which
you were also raised up with Him through
faith in the working of God, who raised
Him from the dead. And when you were
dead in your transgressions and the
uncircumecision of your flesh, He made you
alive together with Him, having forgiven us
all our transgressions.”
This inspired passage makes it quite clear
that baptism is a work and that it is directly
involved in our salvation. Baptism is
significant, not because of what man does,
but because of what God promised to do
when man is baptized.
A few years ago, I had extensive sinus
surgery. I was having difficulty breathing
and a never-ending sinus infection. The
morning of the surgery I was wheeled into
the operating room and was asked by the
doctor to get out of the wheelchair and
climb onto the operating table. A few days
later I returned to the doctor and had the
packing removed. The most amazing thing
happened — I took a huge, unimpeded
breath! I was able to take in so much
oxygen with a single breath that I got a bit
dizzy. It was truly wonderful to breathe
again! My wife even said I snored less, at
least for a little while.
How was it that I had come to breathe more
easily and snore less? Was it because of
what I had done? Did my getting out of the
wheelchair and climbing onto the operating
table solve my lingering sinus problem? Of
course not! But, could I have solved my
problem if I had not gotten out of the wheel
chair and climbed onto the operating table?
Had I chosen to sit there or walk out of the
operating room, I would have left with my
sinus problem intact. My sinus trouble was
cured because of what the doctor did while
I was on the operating table, not because of
what I did.
The same truth is being taught in
Colossians 2:12-13. Baptism is essential to
our salvation, not because of what we do,
but because of what God promises to do
when we “climb onto His operating table.”
When we climb onto God’s operating table,
God promises to cut away our sin with its
guilt and raise us up alive in Christ. It is
God’s work when one is baptized that is
significant. It is His work, not ours.

When a person is motivated by faith to be
baptized into Jesus, he is saved by works —
God’s works! God removes the sin. God
makes him alive again. God raises him up
in His Son Jesus.
Yes, I am saved by works — God’s works

Remove Your Sandals

By David Maxson

A shepherd was out tending his sheep when
he saw an incredible thing: a bush on fire
that did not burn up! As he came closer to
investigate he heard a voice from the midst
of the bush call him by name. The voice
then said, “Do not draw near this place.
Take your sandals off your feet, for the
place where you stand is holy ground”
(Exodus 3:5). That shepherd was Moses,
and the voice from the bush was God’s. In
this extraordinary scene we learn a much-
needed lesson about worship.
Worship is a holy occasion. When we
worship God we leave the mundane and
trivial to come before the one, true and
living God! Indeed, when we approach the
Creator, whether it be in public or private
worship, we must understand the
seriousness and gravity of the occasion. We
are entering into holy space. We are
treading on holy ground!
When Moses led his people back to the
mountain where God appeared to him in
the bush, the children of Israel trembled
before God. When they stood at the foot of
the mountain and felt it tremble, seeing the
smoke ascend from it, and hearing the blast
of the trumpet and the voice of God, they
said to Moses, “You speak with us, and we
will hear; but let not God speak with us, lest
we die” (Exodus 20:19).
Do we understand what it is we are doing
when we worship? Do we understand that
we are involved in something that is even
higher and holier than what occurred at
Sinai? As children of God under the new
covenant, we have come to “Mount Zion
and to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable
company of angels, to the general assembly
and” church of the firstborn who are
registered in heaven, to God the Judge of
all” (Hebrews 12: 22-23). Considering the
magnitude of these incredible facts, the
Hebrew writer prayed that we might have
grace, “by which we may serve God
acceptably with reverence and godly fear.
For our a:)d is a consuming fire” (Hebrews
12:28-29).
Listen, dear readers, to what I tell you now: the
Lord is not our buddy, and God is not our
chum... He is God! God is God and we are
nothing! We are blood-bought mortals given the
privilege of approaching our Creator in worship!
We are undeserving sinners given the right
through our Savior’s blood to stand before the
King of kings and Lord of lords! We must never
forget who we are and who He is when we come
before His throne! So when we worship, may we
get down on our knees and remove our sandals,
for the place where we stand is holy ground!!!



